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SERMON 
Upon 2 Chron. XIV. 11, 


And Ala cryed unto the Lord his God, 
and ſaid, Lotd, it is nothing with thee 
to belp, whether with many, or with 
them that bave no power : Help us, 
0 Lord our God, for we reſt on thee, 
and in thy Name we go againſt this 
multitude : O Lord, thou art aur God, 
let not man prevail againſt thee. 


HERE needs no other Preface to 
the following Diſcourſe, bur this: 
That our manifold and crying 
" Sins, have long threatned, and 
now brought upon us the Judgment. of 
War, ons of the ſad Effects of Divine Wrath, 
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great Grand-Child - of Solomon, 1s 


the Altar, of thoſe. of 
Ireland, and the. many now deſtitute and 
hunger ſtarved. Perſons. that have been forced 
co flee from their;Habuatiogs,, Eſtazes, Wes, 
Children, and Auancand nd all thatawas 
dear to. them, do ſufficiently * witneſs : Be- 
ſides, the daily Menaces,' Boaſtings, Raillery 
and Warlike Preparations of Senarherib, and 
the Ethiopian Zera\; and- all. theſe htghtqed 
by the Foul Mouths and Blaſphemous Tongues 
of Roman Rabſhakehs, to fright and * terrifie 


_ the Worſhippers of :the true; God, {the Pro- 


teſtants.of theſe Kingdoms)"\out of cheir God, 


| their Religion,” Liycs and Liberties... Theſe 


are the .Cauſes of rhis our Solemn  Mecting , 
Theſe the Cauſes that this crying. Text ſounds 
this day in your attentive Ears.' Deſpiſe it not, 


Mutato nomine. de te. fabula narratur, 


the Caſe is truly. yours. Good Kirig Aſs, the 
| Yenay 

warm upon his Throne; his begun Reforma- 
tion both of Church and State, is. ſcarce 
come to a fetus, when Zerah the Ethiopian 
| COMmes 


comes out againſt him, with an; Army.iofa - 

thowſandrrhouſand Men, and three: hundred +» 
Chariots. And. tho' Aſa was well provided, 
haying five hundred. and fourſcore thoufarng 
all-- Mighty - Men of Valour, as Verſe 8... 
will he-not: cruſt in the Arm qt: Fleſh, bur 
before he Engage his Enemy to-force him-ro a 
Peace, he'll firit make his own with his God ; he 
wall nat. put the Battel ro a doubtful hazard; 
till, he, has made ſure of an Omnicotent Re» 
ſerve, that can and will undoubtedly Conquer. 
In this he follows the Divine Policy of his 
Great Grandfather, who being to Encounter 
the. Monſter Goliah,, of whom +-you . Read, 
i Sam. 17. 45- looks on. the Name of -the 
Lord,. to be a better Weapon, Offenſive and 
Defenſive, than Shield or Spear, And having 
a good Cauſe, he queſtions not a good and 
happy Iflue of this great Afﬀair, which he go- 
eth about after . this manner. 

and Aſa cryed unto the Lord his God, and 

wo . -- | 

In which words, you ſee the Good King's 
Behaviour, when Himſelf and his People are 
in.4, common danger, ready to be Inyaded : 
(if. nor Overcome 'and Deſtroyed) by. an 

| Impious - 


| Inipiois 'and' Meralcſs Tyrant. He goeth 
f' * Mor with Saul to a Witch, to underſtand 
the-Event of the enſuing Battel: Nor doth 
he 'bid the People go to their Prayers, as if 
it were 'they, and nor he, that were concern- 
&d; but begins himſelf, ſets the Patrern, and 
commands them to follow his Example. 

\ And Aſa cryed unto-the Lord, &Cc. 
f - "And being about the Duty, he ſtrengthens 
| and ftirs 'himfelf up, to the carcful perfor- 


mance of it, by ſeveral Arguments. As Firſt, 
Becauſe the Perſon he prayeth, he cryeth 
| to, was Omnipotent, All-Sufficient; and fo 


not only able to help, but overcome, either 

with many, or with them that have no Power. 

| Secondly, Becauſe HE and his People .were 

in Covenant with God. ' Help us, 0 Lord, our 

God. | 

\ Thirdly, Becauſe they dependgd on him, 

[ and denyed themſelves. We reft on thee. 
Furrthly, Becauſe he look'd on the 'War, 

; as God's own Quarrel, Let not man prevail 

I againſt thee. { | 

All which we may take to be, as if he had 

Y ſaid, Lord, thou 'knoweſt, that my deſigns 


and 


TI 


and. deſires are to promote thy- Intereſt and 


Glory, to deſtroy the Falſe, and to ſet up and 
Eftabliſh the True Religion, according to thy 
Appointment. This 1s the Caufe'(and it 35 
thine) that 1 am thus Envied, thus Invaded : 
and being in this ſtrait, men are but men; 
not-to be reſted on, not to be truſted in; 
* but if chou wilt help us, eſpouſe our Cauſe, 
and, make the Battel thine own, there will be 
no. overcoming of thee ; thou canſt Conquer 
with few as well as many, with weak or nq 
men; .as well as with ſtrong and many; where- 
fore we pray: thee, ſtand up for' thy own 
Glory. and thy Peoples Safety, who wholly 
rely.on thee: We go forth in thy Name, 
in thy Strength, againſt this great Mulrtituge ;, 
let not man that 1s weak and wicked, harden 
himſelf 'and prevail againſt thee, by over-: 
coming -us, who are thy Worſhippers and 
Servants. 

The words thus cleared, I ſhall ground my 
following Diſcourſe. on theſe two Propoſt- 
tions: 

. I. Thar they.that are in Trouble, and would 
have God ſtand up for their Deliyerance, mult 
cry 'or pray unto him, IL. God's 
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*4F[ / GodsiCovenantwkb As Pepple, obligeth 
hijh i hbzy; atid i& deliver thent: - 

: Firſt then, I ſay,” That they char” arc in 
Trouble; 81- - * 1 
: Not beckibſe they WY 6rican Uh Wire, 
Infdtimers of: God, FOR the things they want” 
ſing he 15 Omniſcient! but bceauſe hewilhave 
them Oratores, bumble* Lut pplicants- for whar'. 
they deſite gratis: Herice1t's, chart we have 
thoſe Commands in Scripture, Pſal. 50. 15. 
Call upon me, 8c. Pal. 91.15. He hall 'call 
upon me, 'and I will anſwer him, GC. Seek ye 
my ' face, Plal. 27. 8. Pray without ceaſing, 
1 Theſl. 5. 17. And this is as well the worſhip- 
ping of God, as the putting up our defires, 
making known out Requelts .unto him ;'for 
while 'we pray to' God; we give him, as 
che Royal Propher- ſaith, ' Pſal:'2g. 2. The Glp- 
ry due unto bis Name, we acknowledge all in' 
God Glorious; whereby he makes-thimſzIf- 
known 'unto as; AF his *Omniſcience, when 
we pray. on Earth, and expect to be heard in 
Heaven ; his Omnipotence, when we reſt on 
him, as "Ala did, as one able to'do'all things, 
for US,: when, where, eres how be pleaſerh* fl 


We 


IO 


We acknowledge his' Mercy, when we truſt 
that (notwithſtanding ourunworthineſs) he will 
grant us thoſe things we pray for. 

And as we are to pray for Relicf, becauſe we 
are ſo commanded ; we muſt alſo do it, becauſe 
it is the means appointed by God for this end, 
for obtaining what we'want at his hands. It 
you ask Chriſt, who {hall have, find, and have 
God's Ear, and the Gate of Heaven opened, 
and hel! rell you, 'tis they that ask, 'ſeek, and 
kno, Luke 1 1. g. It we want any thing that 
is good for us, we mult go to our Prayers, for 
this 1s the through Key of Heaven; it opens 
God's Heart, his Hand, the Store-Houſe and 
Wardrobe of his Pcovidence, for our good : 
And becauſe our Neceſſities are many, our 
Prayers muſt bz: ay 204 þ Give us this day, 
every day, all our daies, our daily bread : Yer 
when ſome extraordinary thing falls out, as 
Sword; Famine, Peſtilence, or other Univerſal 
Calamity, then muſt we in a more folemn and 
ſerious, humble and penitent manner, appear 
before the Lord, and cry unto him in our 
Afiction; and chis is called Faſting, Humilia- 
tion, and Prayer ; which is nor only required 
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by, but is acceptable:.unto God : Therefore now 
alſo, ſaith the Lord, turn ye even unto me with all 
your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, 
and with mourning, and rent your hearts and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God, 
for be is gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and 
of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. 
That 1s, if ye Mourn, Weep, and Faſt, for 
your. by-paſt Sins, and pray for Deliverance 
both from Sin and Pumiſhment ; in that de- 
jected, humbled, and diſtreſſed Condirton, 
he 'will top the Execution of the denounced 
Judgment, and ſend relict. | 

_ - And thisI find to have been the prattice of 
thoſe that had the beſt experience of God's 
Dealings, and knew beſt how co appeaſe his 
wrath, and procure their own ſafety ; when 
the Children'of Ihael were twice diſcomfited by 
the Benjamites, -as you: read , Zudges 20, from 
v.18, to: 264 they rally not the third time, 
till they had gathered all ithe People togerher 
to' the Houſe of God, and there wept and 
faſted, and offered Burnt Offerings and Peace 
Offerings to the Lord, They. confetled,. and 
humbled themſelyes for their-Sins ; which was 
| von _ 
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no ſooner done then they overcame their E- 
nemies. When the Philiſtins went up againſt 
Iſrael, who were afraid of them, 1 Sam. 7. 8. 
they bid Samzelcry unto the Lord God ; which 
he did, v. 9. and the Lord heard him, and 
fought with Thunder againſt them, When 
the Children of Moab and Ammon came againſt 
Fehoſhaphat, 2 Chron; 20. "tis ſaid, v. 3. And 
Jehoſhaphar feared, © and ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Lord, and proclaimed a Faſt throughout all Ju- 
dah : And what the event of that was, ſec verſes 
I5, 16. 7ahaziel, inſpired of God, ſaid, Hearks 
en ye all Judah, and ye Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
and thou King Jehoſhaphat : Be not afraid, nor 
diſmayed, by reaſon of this great multitude ; for 
the Battel is not yours, but Gods : To morrow go ye 
down againſt them, &C. Te ſhall not need to fight 
in this Battel, ſet your ſelves, land ye ſtill, and 
ſee the Salvation of the Lord with you. When the 
Children of Iſrael returned from Babylon; what 
a Solemn Faſt they had,you may read, Nehem.g. 
The work of which was, Confeſſion of their 
Sins, and God's Goodneſs; and deſiring that 
the Great, the Mighty, and the Terrible God, 


who keeperh Covenant and Mercy, would not 
B 2 let 


thro' Nineveh, That neither Man nor Beaſt ſhoult 


[ 12 |] 
let all the Trouble ſeem Ifttle - before him 
that had-come on their Kings, Princes, Prieſts, 
and Prophets; on their Fathers, and on all the 
People. When Hamarn had gotten the Decree 
Signed, for deſtroying the Z-ws, Eſther 3. 1 9. 
Mordecai and Ffther run not directly to the 
King, but make their firſt Addreſs unto God. 
Firſt, Mordecai and all the Jews that were in 
Shuſan, Eſth. 4. 33 mourned greatly, faſted, 
weeped, and wailed ; and many (among whom 
was Mordecai) lay in Sackcloth and Aſhes ; and 
Eſther doth the like, commands Mordecai to 
Faſt and Pray for her Succeſs, while ſhe and her 
Maids faſted alſo. How prevalent this was 
with God and the King, the Story informs us. 
The Fews are Reprieved, Haman Hanged, 
Mordecai Exalted, and all their Enemies 
Slain. | 

If all theſe Examples be not enough, take 
notice 'of a Heathen King of Nineveh, Jonah 3+ 
when Jonah had cryed or Preached a Sermon 
of God's bidding, the Pcople believed God, 
and Proclaimed a Faſt; the King roſe from 
his Throne, and cauſed it to be Proclaimed 


CIS 


eat or drink any thing, but (1n an humble po- 


ſture) cry mightily unto the Lord, and turn every 
one from their evil way, and from the wiolence 
that was in their hands. And what comes of this, 
you may read in the laſt verſe of. the Chapter; 
And God ſaw their works,that they turned from their 
evil way, and God repented of th? evil that he ſaid 
he would do unto them, and he did it not. Now by 
«har 1s ſaid, you fee the adyantagcouſnels of 
chis day and duty ; and therefore I hope that 
you wall follow thrſe Examples, by letting the 


manner of your Praying and Faſting: ſhew- * 


{to God aid the World) that you are in good 
earneſt, It's not a Lip-labour, a ſuperficial 
perfunctory Devotion, that will fit this Solem= 
nity ; the Faſting and Prayer is not acceptable 
to God, that conlilts in the external afflicting 


of the Soul, looking ſour, nanging. down the 


head like a Bulruſh, andrto ſpread Sackcloth and 


Aſhes. Bur our Faſting and.Praying, muſt be 
fervent and feeling ; tor, iqqom, Ezra, we. 
the Sins of 


muſt Mourn for our own Sins, an 
all choſe-that are in the ſame circumſtances with 
us ; we muſt tully and freely conteſs them, and 
reſolve'for the future co torfake them. For 


certainly. 
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certainly God doth not chide willingly,nor afflift the 
Children of men, Lam. 3. 33. He never leaves a 
People, till they leave hum ; 1t's our Sins of 
Atheiſm, Prophaneneſs, our. neglect and con- 
tempt of his Ordinances, our inconſtancy in 
our Religion and to our Principles, with all 
the reſt of the Black Guard of Murders, Adul.- 
teries, Blaſphemies, Thefts, Perjuries, and Co- 
yetouſneſs, that have highly provoked Hea- 
ven, and moved God to ſtir up potent, ty- 
rannous and Blood-Thirſty Enemies, not only 
amongſt our ſelves, but from abroad, to ſtrike 
at the Root, that ſince we have not been, we are 
not yet, zealous for God, for our . Holy Re- 
form'd Religion, they may be his Scourge to 
whip us into our Duty, our Obedience, Hear 
we not eyery day of ſome Stratagem or other of 
theirs, and how great Preparations they arc a 
making for our and our Religion's deſtructi. 
on? yet all will ſignifie no more,thana Hun/low- 
Heath or Salisbary Campaign, it we this day, 
as we pretend to ſpread our hands, would ſpread 
our hearts before God, pour out our Sonls, not 
only in a free acknowledgment of our Sins, but 
alſo of God's Mercy, that we are not conſu- 
med, 


[ 15 ] 


med. If we would refolve this day, (with 
broken Hearts and watry Eyes) that every one 
ſhould endeavour to mend one, by a hearty Re- 
ſolution to ſorſake our Sins, and putting our 
ſelves out to the performance of all Holy,- Reli- 
tous, and Chriſtian Duties; we ſhould ſoon 
{ce, that God would repent him of the evil, and 
ut Hooks in our Enemies Noſes, and Bridles 
in their Jaws, and ſend them back by the way 
they came. 
Now that this may not be thought to be an 
idle ſurmiſe, (inter rot bellicos apparatus) when 


ſo much Preparation is making againſt us; ſo 


many Men of Braſs and Stecl, envenom'd and 
exaſperated with Bloody and Cruel Revenge : 
Let us conſider the force, power, and pre- 
valency of fervent effectual Prayer, Faſting, 
and Humiliation. Was 1t ever heard, that an 
Army of Men could dry up a Sea with their 
feet, and go through dry-ſhod ? This Moſes his 
Prayer.did, who tho' he ſpoke. not one word, 
yet ſuch was the Zeal and Fervour of his humble 
Soul, that Exod. 14. 15» the Lord ſaid unto 
him, wherefore . cryeſt thou unto me ? Speak unto 


the Children of Iſrael that they go forward. But 
lift 
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[ 16 |] 
lift thou up thy Rod, and ftretch out thine hand over 
the Sea, and divide it, and the Children of Iſrael 
ſhall go on dry ground thro' the midſt of the Sea. 
Jacob's Faithful Prayer and Weeping, as Heſea 
faith; 14. 4. prevailed over the Ang-l. 7oſbuah's 
Prayer ſtopt. the courſes of Sun and Moon ; 
till che People had avenged themſclyes upon 


| «their Enemies. Elijah's Prayer openedand ſhut 


Heaven fo, as there was neither Drought nor 
Rain but at his, word, 1 Fings 18.41. And 
when King Ahaziah ſent to apprehend him, 
2 Kings 1. 10, he did but only fay, If I be a man 


*of God, let fire come . down from «Heaven, and 
conſume thee and thy fifty, and it was done twice. 


Daniel, by his daily Prayers, takes away not 
only the fury, but the very Nature of the Fire, 
Dan. 3. 25. ſtopt the Mouths of the Lyons, 
.6. 22. By the Prayers of Deborah, Fudges 5. 21. 
Fabin and Siſera were deſtroyed. The Stars in 
their courſes fought againſt Siſera, the River of 


Kiſhon ſwept them away.When Benhadad King of 
Afyria had ſent Horſes and Chariots,and a great 


'Hoalſt,co take £/ijah when he was inDothan,z King. 


'6. 13. his Praycrs not only procured him a Cele- 


ſtial Guard, the Mountain full of Horſes and 
X Chariots 


£4 Ji 

Chariots of fire roundabout: butalſo\fmeats 
them all with Blindnefs, ſothat he'led them-vo 
Samaria, v.20. The Churches Prayers, Af, 13. 
s, 6, 7. broke open the Priſon Doors, made 
Peter's Chains fall off, opened the Iron:Gate, 
to make free paſſage for his eſcape. / Faſting 
and Prayer hath caft out Devils, healed" ail 
manner of Diſeaſes; and 'tis, as the Scriptare 
faith, able to remove Mountains and Sycamore 
Trees ; and if fo; what ſhould hinder ?*nothi 

bur our fins, that theſe uncircumciſed Philz: 
ſtins ſhould feel che force of ours. Oratio Sandi 
penetrat celum, quomodo non & hoſtem vincat in 
terris ? The Prayers of Holy Men pierce 'Hea- 
ven, how ſhall they not then oyercome an Ar- 
my upon Earth ? Plus valet unus Sanus oran- 
do, quam numeri peccatores preeliando. One 
Holy Man's Prayers can do more than many 
Wicked Mens Swords ; for, . Dexs qui nullis 
viribus ſuperari poteſt, publicani precibus wvinci- 
tur ; God, who can be overcome with: no-out- 
ward: force, yields to the Publicar's Prayers, 
Luther was wont to call Praycr his -great Or» 
dinance, and a Praying People, the Chariots 


and Horſemen of 1ſrae/. Thus, I hope, you 
C {ce 
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ſee- that wy that are in diſtreſs ſhould cry 
this being the only means to obtain 


unto God, 
Deliyerance. 

Ler us then bring what hath been ſaid 
home to our ſelves, thus. 

Are we in diſtreſs? which I am ſure every 
one of us muſt confeſs, unleſs we be profelt 
Papiſts, or miſtaken Loyaliſts, to give it the 
beſt term ; then ſurely, if Salvation, Delive- 
rance, be ſo near our doors ; if there wants no- 
thing bur ask, and have; we oughtchis day to 
examine our own Hearts, and ſee whether they 
be real: or not, whether they be ready to lay 
hold on this opportunity 2 lt they be churlith, 
and ſunk like Nabal's, if we will not give God 
a good word, a Prayer, a Tear, a Sigh, ora 
Groan for Peace, Plenty, Religion, and the (e- 
curity of all thoſe things we reckon dear to us; 
what can we expect belides his juſt diſpleaſure, 
and in that, that he ſhould make us a Prey to 
our implacable Enemies, If we truſt in Ships, 
Horſes, Men, apd Proviſions, and forger the 
Lord of Hoſts, he can quickly blaſt all. If 
we ſeek with Aſa ro the Phyſician, -and not to 
the Phyſician of our Souls, we may dye of 

a 


ES Ls 


a Bloody Flux ; or, if we be yet more remiſs 
and ſinfu], when the Rod is hanging over our 
heads, we may expect Scorpions. - rl 


Let us therefore, with the. Sea-Men in a. 


Storm, let go our Sheet-Anchor ; with the 
Heathen Mariners, cry mightily to the Lord ; 
and thus doing, we may expoſtulate with Hea- 
yen in the Royal' Prophets Words, Pſal. $0. 4. 
0 Lord God of. Hoſts, how long wilt .thou be 
anpry againſt the Prayer of thy People 2 Why dot 
thou not hear ? Why doſt thou not help ? 

But if any ſay, we have Praycd ofcen, and are. 
never the better: I anſwer, or rather St. Zames, 4; 
3. Ve ah and receive not, becauſe ye ask amiſs; 
ye have Praycd (it may be) that God would 
fave your Lives, your Eſtates; that you might 
live more ſecure, cafic, and ſinful :. But: not, 
that he would fave your Religion and Souls, 
that were going *ogether. Or (perhaps) you 
were not fit: for” that Mercy .you begg'd; or 
becauſe you.have been unthankful ftor' what 
is paſt, forthe purity of the Goſpel, che plen- 
ty of. ail good things; - with the peaceable-en- 
joyment of them ;::or.it may be, you pray-with. 
carelefneſs and» indifference, and chetakbe _ 
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will not -enly; :make you wait - his! time, -bur 
double your diligence; praying more'frequent- 
ly, more earneſtly, more faithfully; to which 
I exhort you this day. - If you pray coldly, 
| You cannot hear your ſelves, and then how 
can you think that God ſhould ? Take your 
meaſures from Facob, wreſtle with God, as he 
did, tell-him plainly, ye will not let him go till 
he bleſs you, Gen. 32. 25. Imitate Moſes, who 
preſt ſo hard upon God, for the preſeryation 
of his People, that, Exod. '32. 10. he cryes, Let 
' ame alone. | Hinder . me. 10t. by thy Prayers row 
puniſhing them... Remember. the Story ef the 
Carnunitilh Wotnan,\ Mat. 15.2.:She cryed to 
Chriſt; |: Have metcy-onme, 0 God, thou Son of 
Dayid.:.-Standtg-1t, as ſhe did,: who, tho'the 
Diſciples! cryed; | ſexd her ';awgy: ; - and Chriſt 
told hier that his-Bufinefs was not with her ; yet 
ſtull ſhe:oryes, Lord hetp me z and tho' he gave 
her a ſecond repulfe, telling her that -it was :not 
meer; 10 take. the Childrens Bread, \and give it to 
Dogs: As if he had faid, thou art a Gentile, 
I :-anvicome to the Fews ; 1t 1s not fit that I 
' ſhould, give: the favours: intended them to: 
rate, -thbu-art a Doganreſpect of them, thou 
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art: not; to cat” the, Ehildrens Bread. ./, Yer 
this doth not make her give pver ;ſhe icon- | 
feſſechall, Lord, 'tis true, Iam a Dog (an un- 
worthy Creature) but one of.chine; and there- 
fore, tho' I may not cat with, the! Children, yet \ 
the Crumbs thar fall from hy. Table belong to ' 
me; and this her Faith and .Conſtancy, moves } 
Chriſt's Compaſſion and Pity, and he is fo 
overcome by her importunity, that he cxys out, \ 
0 woman, great is thy Faith : Be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt. Our Nurſing Father, like Solomon, 
Febeſephet, Aſa, Ezra,and Nehemiah, hath begun, |* 
e hath Proclaimed this (Faſt 3jthat he, may. firſt 
cry unto the Lord, and then (in his own'Perſon) \ 
fight for you, your Religion, Laws, Livesand Li- 
bercies ; chen. ſurely {tis-the;leaſt you can do, ) 
to-pray to God ;for; him, and.in; ſ6-doing for 
your ſclyes alſo. Set about-:t Acrjoutly, and 
with all your Hearts, and ;give- God reſt 
neither night nor day ; be all like: the im- 
portunate Widow, and ithis Canenitiſh Wo- 
man, aſſuring your ſelves, that! tho' the Vi- 
lion tarry, it will at laſt ſpeak ; tho' in a lit- 
tle wrath he hath (hid his-facc from xou, he 
will with everlaſting Mercy gather yau. .: Lee 
us 
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us then, with David, lift our Eyes to the Hills, 
to the great God of Heaven, he 1s able, he 
is willing to deliver you. And let this be 
your comfort and encouragement ; you 
have no Rivals, your French, lriſh, Engliſh, 
and Scottiſh Enemies, either will nor, or 
dare not (as they ſay for Humilities ſake) 
accoſt God immediately, but by Proxy; and 
tis well for us it is ſo. Let them pray to the 
Bleſſed Virgin, to Angels, to Saints, whether 
real or nominal. Let them cry aloud (like 
Baal's Prieſts) and cut themſelves, as their 
manner” is, with Whips and Wires. Let 
them elevate their Hoſt, their breaden God, 
as long, as oft, as they. will ; theſe, all theſe, 
can _— help them, nor hurt us. _=- us 
(I fay) call upon ; pray unto the crue 
God.” in the- name of Chi and he will. ac- 
cept our Sacrifices, hear oupx Prayers, pour 
contempt, ſhame, ſcorn and derifion, even 
upon the Heads of Kings, for our ſakes. He 
will execute Judgment tor us, he will brin 
_ us forth into Light, and-we ſhall behold his 
Righteouſnefs, This ſhall ſuffice -for the firſt 
point, wiz. rn hd 2097 
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That they that are in Trouble, and would 
have God ſtand up for their Deliverance, muſt 
cry, or pray unto him : For Afe cryed anto 
the Lor d. GTCs 


The Second 1s this, 


That God's Covenant with his People, 
obligeth him to hear, to deliver them, 


His Covenant (I fay) not their Works, 
theſe cannot, as the Plalmilt faith, extend un- 
to him, but his own free A& bindeth up 
his hands ſo (I ſpeak this wich Reverence} 
that he cannot do otherwiſe, ſince he hath 
not only faid, Ger. 17. I am the Almighty 
God; walk, before me, and be thou perfeft ; Burt 
(worn, Heb. 6. 17,18. Whergin God willing 
more abundantly to ſhew « unto the Heirs of 
Propriſe, the  immutability of his Counſel, 
confirmed it by an Oath: that by two immuta- 
ble things (viz. his Promiſe and his Oath) 
in which it was impoſſible for God to he, 
we might have 'a (irong Conſolation, whs 
have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
ſet 
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ſet before: s,-. If every - Honeſt Man be. ob- 
liged ror:keepi his: Promiſe, his Oath, who 
is MutableandaLyar; much more God, who 
is Faichful, and cannot deny . himſelf: And 
what this Covenant 15, you may read, Jer, 30.22. 
Te (hall be my People, and 1 will be your God, 
Now, when he cloaths himſelf with this Re- 
lation;: he aſlutes them with whom he enters' 
into Goavenant, [that : he. will preſerve them 
from all Evil, Spiritual, Temporal, and Eter- 
nal, and will -bettow good things of the ſame 
nature and duration upon them. Of this the 
Scripture is! full. This! Covenant then is the 
Chriſtian's: Magna Charta, and all the parti- 
cular Pronufes (ike the Engliſh Laws) - des 
pend upon it.; every Promiſe, wherein any ,, * 
Happineſs is contained, hath this Sign and 
Seal? 1 will be, their God, and they ſhall be my 
People. He that feriouſly conſiders this, ' will 
find that God's Covenant and Pronnlſe ob- 
ligeth him to do:his People:good, give them 
| Faſe, Relief, Deliverance, and all other Blef- 
. ſings, when Prayed for upon this account. 
For by this all his Attributes Iye at ſtake, 
and are engaged for the performance; = 
Trut 
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Truth, for their Security ; his Love, for their 
Comfort and Spiritual Satisfaction;his Power, for 
their Protection;his Wiſdom for their Diretion; 
and this being ſo,all in Chriſt is theirs; his Love, 
his Grace, his Merits; he is their Saviour and Re- 
deemer. TheHolyGholt is theirComforter,teach- 
_ eth, guidech,comforteth,and ſealeth their Hearts 

with all the Promiſes; to which: we may add, 
the Guardianſhip of his Angels. And this 
will yer more fully appear, it we take notice 
of the Natnes and Titks that God gives his 
People; as his Peculiar Treaſure, his Love, 
his Delight, che Lor of his Inheritance, his 
Hidden ones, his Jewels, his Beloved ; and be=- 
cauſe they are ſo, he followeth chem whither 
Dever they go. With this Moſes encouraged 
Foſbua to go againſt the Canaanites, Dert. 31. 
'6, Be flrong and of a good courage, fear not, 
nor be afraid of them ;- for» the Lord thy God, 
he it is that doth go with thee, he will not fail 
thee, nor forſake thee. This encouragement-God 
himſelf gives him, after Meoſes's Death, Zoſb. r. 
9. Have not I commanded. thee ? Be ſtrong, and- 
of a:good courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou 
diſmayed: For the _ thy God is with thee, 
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whitherſoever thou goeſt, He ſtands at their 
right hand, to ſave them from thoſe that Con- 
demn their Soul, Pal. 109. 31. In the time of 
trouble he hides them in his Pavilion, Plal.. 27. 
5. He keeps their feet, and' the Wicked: ſhall be 
ſilent in darkneſs; for by flrengthy ſhall no man 
prevail, 1 Sam. 2-9. Their very bones, 'Plal. 34. 
20. He numbers their Hairs, bottles up their 
Tears; if they ſigh or groan, he obſerves it, 
Pſal. 38. 9. He 1s their Hope, their Help, their 
Health, their Rock, their Refuge: All which 
may be comprehended in one verſe of the 
84th Plalm, The Lord is a ſun rand @ ſhield, 
and will give grace and glory : and no good 
tbing will he with-hold from them that walk up- 
rightly. A Sun for their comfort Spiritual and 
Temporal. Mal. 4. 2. But unto you that ſear 
my Name, ſhall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe 
with healing in his Wings. A Son to give 
Life, a Shicld to defend it; a Son to make 
chem fruitful in good Works, and a Shield 
to preſerve them from all- evil. This is 


God's part of the Covenant, which be 


will moſt faithfully perform. And. ours is, 
fo be. holy 'as. be is, in all manner cf Converſg- 
bc! : tion : 


197! 
tion : For he that expects an intereſt in the 
Covenant, and calleth God his Father, and 
Jeſus Chriſt his Redeemer, . muſt depart from 
Iniquity. | 


And now 1tince Gad by Covenant hath 
obliged himſclf co do us good, what re- 
mains? but that we Jabour: to- make ſure of 
this, that we are in it; that God | js ur God, 
and we his people; being by him fo often 
exhorted to it, 2 Pet. 1. 10. Give all diligence 
to make your calling and eleftion ſure ; And 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves, whether ye be 
in the Faith ; prove your ſelves, *&c. For "tis 
a true ſign that we are in Coyenant wich God, 
and that - all good things belong to us, if 
we be in the Faith. 


Secondly, If God hath been fo free, fo kind 
to us; let us be ſo thankful, as to labour to 


keep our part of the Covenant, to walk be- | 


tore him, and be perfect; let it be our great- 


eſt care to pleaſe him, our greateſt fear and 
grief to offend him. - Let us in Opinion, 


Atection, and Practice, - loye, admire, and 
D 2 acknow- 
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"we 
adinowkedpe him. Let hin have the chief 
fear. i our Souls. . Let us count all things 
but loſs” and dung in compariſon of him.. 
Let us ſuffer neither the Waters of Adycrfity, 
' Nor the Rivers of Proſ2erity to quench our 
Love towards him ;. and let us reſolve, with 
David, Fſal. 119. 106. to ſwear and perform 
it, that we will keep his Righteous Judgments. 
This will make us put ſo high. an eſtimate on 
all his favours, and. the fountain of them his 
Covenant, that: we will ſay -with che humble 
Prophet,. 2 Sam.7.18, 19. Who am I, 0: Lord 
God ? And what is my Houſe, that thou haſt. 
brought me hitherto? And with the ſame Pro- 
phet, Pſal. 144. 3. Lord, what is man, that thou 
takeſt, knowledge. of him? or the Son of Man, 
that thou makeſt account: of | him ? Account in- 
deed; for eycry good Man, from the King 
to the Bzgger, hath right and priviledge to 
call che mott high God, his Father , the b.ight- 
neſs of, his Glory, his Redeemer ; and the Holy: 
Spirit, his Teacher, Comforter, and Preſer- 
ver. He may claim: the Word and Sacra-. 
ments as his Heritage for ever; and go bold- 
ly.to the Throne of. Grace, and ask what 
bas - 
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he. pleaſech in the Name: of Chriſt, which, 
Mat. 11. 24. ſhall be given: him: And being 
there, his Infirmities ſhall be winked at, and his 
Endeavours accepted, which muſt. undoubtedly 
aſſure him of. Prote&tion in all dangers. and d1- 
ſtreſl:s,and make him,with a Divine Confidence, 
cry out with the Royal Prophet, Pſal: 80. 14. 
Return, we beſeech thee, O- God of Hoſts; look 
down from Heaven, and behold and viſit this 
wine, &c. He may look to have all his wants fup- 
ply'd, Pſal. 23. 1, 2, 3. He may triumph over 
Death, Hell, che Devil, his own'wicked Heart, 
and wicked Men, in David's Tune, Pal. 27.1. 


The Lord is my Light, and my Salvation, whom 


ſhall I fear ? The Lordis the ſtrength of my life, 
of whom ſhall I be afraid ? And it this be fo, 
is a great part of our- work this day, toim- 
prove this Covenant, Our Faſt will be nauſe- 
ous to God, and unprofitable to our ſelves, 
it ouc Hearcs have not 11d hold on it; it we 
cannot, with a modeſt boldneſs, and holy 


reverence, challenge God with,” and put him in. 


mind of it; and-cheretbre our Saviour i in that 


mo: perte&t Form of Prayer) hath: caught us. 
to lay, Our Father: As it he ſhould haye ſaid, 


no 


weld, > Ew - . 


WJ ©. 


— 


FF OLA Bet ACA Ih = 


vw FCDOBE Sto By LIN 


* > a 
” oa 1 


p 30 ] 
no man 1s fit to pray to God, that 1s:not in 
Covenant with him, that hath nota Right and 
Title to call him Father ; Nam ipſum nomen (as 
one faith) orat pro nobis ; the very Name, Fa- 
ther, prays for us. Let the Papiſts begin theirs, 
with Ave Maria, we will begin ours with Pa- 
ter Nofter. Let them bring before God, the 
Merits of- their Saints, the Treaſure of their 
Church:; and we will produce his Covenant, 
his own Hand- writing, that he hath Sworn 
to, Sealed with his Son's Blood, and Scaled 
by his Spirit ; this 1s the Good Old Way, 
and we will, by the Grace of God, follow i. 
It was Jacob's courſe, let it be ours. 0 God 
of my Father Abraham, and God of my Father 
Iſaac, the Lord, which ſaid/t unto me, Return 
unto thy Country, and to... thy Kindred, and 1 
will deal well with thee: I am not worthy of 
the leaſt of all the Mercies, and of all the Truth 
which, thou haſt ſhewed unto thy Servant ; for 
with this flaſf I paſſed over this Jordan, and 
now 1 am become two bands; deliver me, I pray 
thee, from the hand of my Brother, &c. Here 
you ſee he difclaims his own Merits, acknow- 
t:dges his own unworthincſs, and only ſup- 
ports 
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ports himfelf with God's Promiſe : This ' was 
Nehemiah's courſe, Nehem. Ch. 1. v. 5, 6. I be- 
ſeech thee, 0 Lord God of Heaven, the great 
dnd terrible God, that keepeſt Covenant and 
Mercy, for them that love him, and obſerve his Com- 
mandments : Let thine ears be now. attentive, 
and thine eyes open, that thou mayeſt hear the 
Prayer of thy Servant, which I pray before thee 
now, day and night, for the Children of Iſrael 
thy Servants, and confeſs the ſins of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, which we have ſinned againſt thee : 
Both 1 and my Father's Houſe have ſinned. Here 
is nothing pleaded yer but Covenant. This 
was always David's, Pſal. 16. 1, 2. Preſerve. me, 
0. God, for in thee do | put my truſt, &c. In 
the 18. Pſal. w. Tl, 2. I will love thee, O Lord 
my ſtrength, The Lord is my rock, my. fortreſs, 
and my deliverer. This was Chriſt's Argument, 
when he makes his laſt, great, and fol&mn 
Prayer for his Church, Fohn 17. I pray not: 
for the world, but for them that. thou haſt given 
me, for they are thine; and all mine are thine, 
and thine are mine ; by Creation, Covenant, 
and "Purchaſe : This was Afa's courſe in the 
Text;. And Ala cryed unto the Lord his God, 

ani! 
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"ard ſaid, 'Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, 
whether *with 'many, or with them that have no 
power ; Help us, 0 Lord our Gdd\fer we reſt on 
thee, and in thy Name we go againſt this mul- 
titude ; 0 Lord,, thcu art our God, let not man 
prevail againſt thie. Letus follow their cxam- 
ple, and 1n this day of our Trouble, this day 
of our Humiliation, put God in mind of his 
Covenant and Promiſe ; and that.we may ex- 
pect his Ear, and hand, the hearing of our 
Prayers, and his irreſiſtible help, let us be 
ingenuous with him, not hideing, but con- 
felling our ſins; and not only ſo, but Mourn- 
ing for them, and forfaking of them, eſpc- 
cially choſe we ſtand accuſed of, before God 
and our Conſciences this day ; reſolving, thar 
as we would have him to pity, pardon, help, 
ang aſſt us, we will pity our ſelves, by aturning 
from, a loathing and leaving of thoſe Crimes 
that bring Judgments upon us; then may we 
expect, that he will keep us as the apple of his 
eye; that he ehge roucheth us, ſhall be rewarded 
as if he touched that. Pharaoh may attempt 
to detain Iſrael in Bondage, the Kings of Cana- 
- .an may ſtrive to diſturb, kill, and keep _ 
rom 


and the !Jaze of 'England, may, and do ſtrive 
to'dcltroy,us, to,rob God of his Glory, and 
give 1c to.Graven Images, rorrob Men of their 
Lives, (Eſtates, and Liberties, But he that 
figs: in Heaven ſhall laugh'them to ſcorn, the Lord | 


from e]promiſed Land, | : King of France, | 


ſhall. have them in'derifion ; then ſhall he fpeak 
to them in his wrath, and wex them in his ſore diſ- 
pleaſure. It we truſt in God, and reſt on him, 
235 Aſa, and Feboſhapbar, and their People did ; if 
we. keep qur part of the Covenant, no Weapon 
formed againſt us ſhall proſ>er. Tis a good 
Caufe thac always prevails, and ours 1s fo; all 
that's dear.co. God and us ; the: Power 18 Jnft- 
nice that w2 implore. What remains then, bur 
that we, being 1n Aſa and his Peoples Circum- 
ſtances, take their courſe, Repent of our Sins, 
humble our Souls as well as Bod:es before God, 
and cry to him for his h:lp That patty thac 
ſinneth leaſt and prayerh muſt, will be ſure co 
have the Victory, for God zs God, and will be on 
their ſide, And fecing the time of determination 
by tie Sword, ſeems to be at hand, ler us all, 
not only now, butat all tinies, bz as fo-many 
Mcſes's, Aarons, and» Hurs, hokling up our 
E hands - 


"Range 1 ro Heavel for his favour, in n the pardo } 
{ of our Sins; the Cauſe of this, and all otir 
other Miſeries. - And for the Life; Health, 
' Proſperity, and Viftory of our Aſa, and his. . 
Armies; and that that God who hath raiſed | 
hin up for his Truth's Champion, and Faith's 
Defender, may cover his Head "in the day of 
#[7 Barcel,. cloath his Enemies with Shame, Ter: 
#6 rour, and Confuſion, but upon himſelf make 
\S his Crown flouriſh. Now to the Lord of Hoſts, 
the God of the: Armies of our Iſrael, to Air 
of Kings, whoſe power no Creature is bleto refift, - | 
» Immortal, Inviſible, and" only Wiſe, be all Ho: 
nour, Glory, Might, and Dominion, both now, = 
and for ever, Amen. | 
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